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  The Directors submit to the members their report and accounts of the Group for 
the year ended 31 December 2014. Pages 1 to 20, including the Chairman's 
statement, Corporate governance statement and Directors’ remuneration report, 
form part of the Directors’ report. 
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Highlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gross revenues down 15% to £14.4m (2013: £16.9m) 
 Gross profit down 72% to £1.6m (2013: £5.8m) 
 Pre-tax loss  £4.0m (2013: profit of £0.7m) 
 Strategic review by new management team resulted in substantial non-cash charges: 

o Deferral of £1m of revenue related to an onerous contract. 
o Accrual of £1m of additional costs related to the same onerous



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Publishing Technology provides a range of applications designed to move content forward in the digital 
era, combining the best solutions for both print and digital products. Our revolutionary advance system 
supports royalties, permissions, editorial, production, online sales and marketing, as well as digital and 
print distribution.  
 
Applying decades of industry expertise with new technology, advance is a suite of products that provides 
a comprehensive strategic solution to the issues faced by publishers in a digital environment providing a 
flexible, modular solution that is product-agnostic, cost-effective and can be implemented on a global 
scale. With advance, publishers can integrate entire processes, maximize all revenue streams, and 
transform from print to digital business models. 
 
Our Vista solutions have been powering the fulfilment requirements of many large and smaller 
publishers for almost four decades. A solution known for its ability to match the requirements of the book 
trade as well as subscription publishers in North America, Europe and Australas



 

 
 
 

  
 
 
The advance solution enables publishers to exploit: 

• All channels: both legacy book trade and emerging direct-to-co



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our internationally recognized sales and marketing consulting arm, PCG (Publishers Communication 
Group), provides a range of services designed to support and dr
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Chairman’s statement 
 
 

2014 developments 
2014 was a year of considerable change in our business. 

In April, Michael Cairns stepped up to the position of CEO and immediately set out to conduct a root 
and branch review of the entire business. His findings were clear: we have excellent products and 
exceptional potential, but we had an inefficient structure and lacked leadership in several key areas 
to scale the business and get the best possible return on our substantial investments. 

Since then, we have appointed a Chief Technology Officer, a Global Projects Director and 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissanne Scheld, 
Managing PCG Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randy Petway, EVP Global 
Product Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Teitelbaum, EVP Global 
Client Services 

 

 

 

Business structure 
Previously, the Group was divided into five divisions built around products and services; advance, 
Vista, pub2web, ingentaconnect and PCG. Whilst each has its unique aspects, most of our product 
divisions have similar skill-set requirements.  We determined that the current organisational structure 
was inefficient and did not allow us to share best practice or manage client relationships across the 
business. As a result, I have restructured the business around our global skill-sets rather than in 
individual product silos. 

Product Strategy 
Randy Petway has moved into the position of EVP Global Product Strategy, leading our product 
direction and vision across advance, pub2web and ingentaconnect. Randy is building the five and 
ten year plans for our product set, working closely with customers and our internal knowledge base 
to do so.  

Product development 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Strategy 
In the last few years, we have not delivered the required returns on our investments in advance and pub2web and 
this is where the greatest effort will be made to change our approach. We will invest where necessary but play to 
our strengths in the development of industry leading software solutions, teaming with partners and creating a 
community around platform solutions.  

Our approach can be broken down into actions on a product critical path:  envisage, create, sell, implement, 
manage and scale. The structure of the business and the management team mirrors these steps to success. 

Our corporate strategy is to achieve consistently high levels of organic growth and profitability by maintaining Vista 
margins; developing PCG’s content sales and consulting business





 

 

 

 

Operating results 
Gross revenue was 15% lower than the prior year at £14.4m (2013: £16.9m) and cost of sales were 13% 
higher than the prior year at £12.1m (2013: £10.7m) reducing gross margin to £1.6m (2013: £5.8m) for the 
year to 31 December 2014. This was mostly the result of lower revenue and higher costs in the advance 
division.  Revenue for ingentaconnect reduced as expected, as two of its larger publishers moved to new 
platforms, including one which moved to our pub2web solution. PCG revenue was 15% down on the prior 
year as change of management impacted the first half.  

Vista revenues were lower in the year as expected with lower licence revenue being recognised but Vista 
recurring revenue increased and various cost saving initiatives maintained net contribution values at the 
same level as 2013. 

Revenue from pub2web increased year on year by 18%, as large implementations moved to recurring 
revenue hosting deals. 

Vista once again delivered a solid, highly-profitable performance which, as in previous years, has allowed 
continued investment elsewhere in the business. The Group has invested around £20m over the last ten 
years to create advance and pub2web, funded mostly from the profitability and cash generation of the 
Group’s legacy products. The Board anticipates that this source of profit and cash will continue for many 
more years to come. 

In the year to 31 December 2014, pub2web still required investment but it was the substantial investment in 
the advance division that impacted profitability the most as we recognised less revenue and accrued for 
additional costs on one large loss-making contract in particular. 

The Board believes the historic issues with advance will not reoccur because we have made fundamental 
changes to the structure of the business. We have filled skills gaps through recruitment and strengthened 
processes and procedures to ensure all deals are reviewed and analysed prior to engagement.  

Cost of sales increased, mainly as a result of additional staff hires, including contractors onshore and 
offshore, to deliver the increased functionality we wanted to build into the advance product. 

Sales and marketing expenses remained flat year on year but administrative expenses increased by 8% to 
£3.6m (2013: £3.4m) due partly to adverse ðԠՠԀeansges tokeԠe�l.  ̀䐀䜀夀䠀唀吀䜀䜀䰀圀e�r焀 �뀅  ଠҀЀさ



 

 

 

 

advance 
The advance product has been built in modules



 



 

 
 

Review of business and future developments 



 

Directors’ report 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
The Directors present their report and the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2014. 

Principal activities 
The Group’s principal activities are the provision of content systems, audience development and content delivery software and services, 
including the internet-based electronic delivery of published research materials, and the provision of internet-based search and access 
services for libraries and consumers. 

Going concern 
The Directors have prepared the financial statements on the going concern basis. In assessing whether this assumption is appropriate, 
management have taken into account all relevant available information about the future including profit and cash forecasts, the support 
of the shareholders and Directors, banking facilities and management’s ability to affect costs and revenues. 

Management regularly forecast profit, financial position and cash flows for the Group. A rolling forecast is updated monthly; with a short 
term ten week cash forecast updated daily. Revenue is forecast in detail with all revenue contracts individually listed and ranked by 
probability from firm to prospect. Management have reviewed forecast costs for reasonableness against prior years in light of known 
changes and have concluded that forecast costs are robust. 

Further details on going concern are included within note 1 to the accounts (principal accounting policies). 

Directors 
The Directors of the Company who held office during the year were: 
 
Executive Directors:  M P Cairns, Chief Executive Officer (appointed 1 April 2014) 

A B Moug, Chief Financial Officer 
G M Lossius (resigned 31 March 2014) 
 

Non-Executive Directors:  M C Rose, Chairman 
M A Rowse 
 

The interests of Dh伀䰀䘀　nst pᄀ̀nՐaipᄀ̀



 

Charitable and political contributions 
The Group made no political contributions (2013: £nil) and made £282 of charitable contributions (2013: £1,000) during the year. 
 

Creditor payment policy 
The Group’s payment policy is to negotiate with its suppliers at the time they are engaged and to abide by the terms agreed. During the 
year ended 31 December 2014 the Group, on average, paid its trade payables within 52 days of receipt of a valid invoice (2013: 49 
days, 2012: 48 days).  

Due to the company being a holding company and having limited trade, details have been provided for the Group which the Directors 
consider to be a fair reflection of business activities. 

 

Financial risk management 
Details of the Group’s financial risks are given in note 26. 
 

Employment policy 
Group employees are regularly consulted by Management and kept informed of matters affecting them and the overall development of 
the Group. The Group’s policy is to give disabled people full and fair consideration for job vacancies, having due regard for their abilities 
and the safety of the individual. In the event of members of staff becoming disabled every effort is made to ensure that their employment 
with the Group continues and appropriate training is arranged. 
 

Directors' and officers' liability insurance 
The Group, as permitted by sections 234 and 235 of the Companies Act 2006, maintains insurance cover on behalf of the Directors and 
Company Secretary indemnifying them against certain liabilities which may be incurred by them in relation to the Group. 
 

Auditor 
Grant Thornton UK LLP, offer themselves for re-appointment as auditor. A resolution to re-appoint Grant Thornton UK LLP will be 
proposed at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting. 
 
 
On behalf of the Board. 
 
 
 
 
M P Cairns 
Director 
22 May 2015 
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Corporate governance statement 
 
 
 
 

Corporate governance statement 
The Group is committed to high standards of corporate governance. It has adopted procedures to institute good governance insofar as it 
is practical and appropriate for an organisation of its size and nature, notwithstanding the fact that companies that have securities 
traded on the Alternative Investment Market (AIM) are not required to comply with the UK Corporate Governance Code as appended to 
the Listing Rules issued by the Financial Services Authority. 

As the Group grows, it will regularly review the extent of its corporate governance practices and procedures. At its current stage of 



 

 

Functional reporting and risk management 
The Directors and management have considered the risks facing the business and these are assessed on an ongoing basis. The key 
risks are discussed in the Director’s Report. Other risks which come under the direct control of the Directors include treasury 
management, capital expenditure, insurance, health and safety and regulatory compliance. Risk assessment includes the review of 
potential mitigations. The accounting policies cover several key risks and these are included in the notes. 

 

Statement of Directors' responsibilities 
The directors are responsible for preparing the Strategic Report and Directors’ Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and regulations. 

Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law the directors have elected to 
prepare the financial statements in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (United Kingdom 
Accounting Standards and applicable laws) for the parent company and International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS’s) as 
adopted by the European Union for the group. Under company law the directors must not approve the financial statements unless they 
are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs and profit or loss of the company and Group for that period. In 
preparing these financial statements, the directors are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards for the parent company and IFRS’s for the group have been 
followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that tbꀀ 



 

 

Directors’ remuneration report  
For the year ended 31 December 2014. 
 
 
The Remuneration Committee comprises M C Rose (Chairman) and M A Rowse who are Non-Executive Directors. The Remuneration 
Committee decides the remuneration policy that applies to Executive Directors and senior management. The Remuneration Committee 
meets regularly in order to consider and set the annual remuneration for the Executive Directors, having regard to personal performance 
and industry remuneration rates. In determining that policy, it considers a number of factors including: 
 

 the basic salaries and benefits available to Executive Directors of comparable companies, 
 the need to attract and retain Directors of an appropriate cali



 

Independent auditor's report to the members of Publishing 
Technology plc 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have audited the financial statements of Publishing 
Technology Plc for the year ended 31 December 2014 which 
comprise the Group statement of comprehensive income, the 
Group statement of financial position, the Group statement of 
changes in equity, the Group statement of cash flows, the 
parent company balance sheet and the related notes. The 
financial reporting framework that has been applied in the 
preparation of the group financial statements is applicable law 
and International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRSs) as 
adopted by the European Union. The financial reporting 
framework that has been applied in the preparation of the 
parent company financial statements is applicable law and 
United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
This report is made solely to the company’s members, as a 
body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the 
Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so 
that we might state to the company’s members those matters 
we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for 



 

Group Statement of Comprehensive Income 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All activities are classified as continuing.  
The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 

  Year ended  
31 Dec 14  

Year ended  
31 Dec 13 

 note £’000  £’000 

     

Gross revenue  14,364  16,910 

Less revenue from joint venture 3 (687)  (439) 

Group revenue 2 13,677  16,471 

Cost of sales  (12,068)  (10,703) 

      

Gross profit  1,609  5,768 

     
Sales and marketing expenses  (1,517)  (1,507) 

Administrative expenses  (3,646)  (3,372) 

       

(Loss) / profit from operations  5 (3,554)  889 

     

Share of profit / (loss) from joint venture 3 20  104 

Finance costs 7 (460)  (328) 

       

(Loss) / profit before income tax  (3,994)  665 

Income tax 8 395  216 

       
(Loss) / profit for the year attributable to equity holders of the parent  (3,599)  881 
     
Other comprehensive expenses which will be reclassified subsequently to profit or loss:     

Exchange differences on translation of foreign operations  (5)  (57) 

     

Total comprehensive (loss) / income for the year attributable to equity holders of the parent  (3,604)  824 
     

Basic and diluted (loss) / earnings per share (pence) 9 (42.77)  10.47 

     



 

Group Statement of Financial Position 
As at 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

 note 
31 Dec 14  31 Dec 13  31 Dec 12 

£’000  £’000  £’000 

Non-current assets       



 

Group Statement of Changes in Equity 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For the year ended 31 December 2013 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Share 
capital 

Merger 
reserve 

Reverse 
acquisition 

reserve 
Translation 

reserve 
Retained 
earnings 

Investment in 
own shares 

Total 
attributable to 

owners of 
parent 

 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 

Balance at 1 January 2014 841 11,055 (5,228) (898) (6,208) (7) (445) 

Employee Share Ownership Trust transactions - - - - - 1 1 

Transactions with owners - - - - - 1 1 

        

Loss for the year - - - - (3,599) - (3,599) 

Other comprehensive expense:        
Exchange differences on translating foreign 
operations - - - (6) - - (5) 
Total comprehensive expense for the year  - - - (6) (3,599) - (3,604) 
        

Balance at 31 December 2014 841 11,055 (5,228) (904) (9,807) (6) (4,049) 

 
Share 
capital 

Merger 
reserve 

Reverse 
acquisition 

reserve 



 

Group Statement of Cash Flows 
For the year ended 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Year ended  

31 Dec 14  
Year ended 
 31 Dec 13 

 note £’000  £’000 

      
(Loss)/profit before taxation  (3,994)  665 
     
Adjustments for      

Share of profit from joint venture  (20)  (104) 

Depreciation 



 

Notes to the Group financial statements 
For the Year ended 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

General information and nature of operations 
Publishing Technology plc (the ‘Company’) and its subsidiaries 
(together the ‘Group') is a provider of content systems, audience 
development and content delivery software and services to 
publishers, information providers, academic libraries and 
institutions. The nature of the Group’s operations and its principal 
activities are set out in the Chairman’s statement and Group 
Strategic report. 
 
The Company is incorporated in the United Kingdom under the 
Companies Act 2006. The Company's registration number is 
837205 and its registered office is 8100 Alec Issigonis Wand� 



 

requires knowledge of the customers and the markets in which the 
Group operates. The recognition is based on historical experience 
in the market, and management believes that after-sales-support 
gives rise to income recognition based on services actually 
performed.  

Deferred tax assets 

The assessment of the probability of future taxable income against 
which deferred tax assets can be utilised is based on the Group's 
latest approved forecast, which is adjusted for significant non-
taxable income and expenses and specific limits to the use of any 
unused tax loss or credit. The tax rules in the numerous 
jurisdictions in which the Group operates are also carefully taken 
into consideration. If a positive forecast of taxable income indicates 
the probable use of a deferred tax asset, especially when it can be 
utilised without a time limit, that deferred tax asset is usually 
recognised in full. The recognition of deferred tax assets that are 
subject to certain legal or economic limits or uncertainties are 
assessed individually by management based on the specific facts 
and circumstances. 

Research and development expenditure 

Research and development expenditure is fully written off to the 
Statement of Comprehensive Income as costs are incurred. The 
Board have taken into account the inherent risks in all research and 
development expenditure and specifically the expenditure being 
incurred by the business in the year and have concluded that the 
requirements of IAS 38 to capitalise development expenditure have 
not been met. 
 

Estimation uncertainty 
When preparing the financial statements management make a 
number of estimates and assumptions about recognition and 
measurement of assets, liabilities, income and expenses. The 
actual results are likely to differ from the judgements, estimates and 
assumptions made by mamM

 m8䬀匀䠀儀dit 



 

Property, plant and equipment 

Cost 

Property, plant and equipment is stated at cost, net of depreciation 
and any provision for impairment. 
 

Depreciation 

Depreciation is calculated using the straight - line method to 
allocate the cost of assets less their estimated residual value over 
their estimated useful lives, as follows: 
 
Leasehold improvements  Over the term of the lease 
Computer equipment    3 yrs 
Fixtures, fittings and equipment   5 yrs 
 
The residual value and the useful life of each asset are reviewed at 
least at each financial year-end and, if expectations differ from 
previous estimates, the change(s) are accounted for as a change in 
an accounting estimate. 

Disposal of assets 

The gain or loss arising on the disposal or retirement of an asset is 
determined as the difference between the sales proceeds and the 
carrying amount of the asset and is recognised in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income. 

Intangible assets 

Goodwill 

Goodwill arising on consolidation represents the excess of the cost 
of acquisition over the Group’s interest in the fair value of the 
identifiable assets and liabilities of a subsidiary at the date of 
acquisition. Goodwill is tested annually for impairment and is carried 
at cost less accumulated impairment losses. Impairment losses are 
recognised immediately in the income statement and are not 
subsequently reversed. 
 
Goodwill arising on acquisitions before the date of transition to IFRS 
has been retained at the previous UK GAAP amounts subject to 
being tested for impairment at that date and at least annually 
thereafter. 
 
On disposal of a subsidiary, the attributable net book value of 
goodwill is included in the determination of the profit or loss on 
disposal. 
 

Impairment of intangibles and property, plant and equipment 
For the purposes of assessing impairment, assets are grouped at 
the lowest levels for which there are separately identifiable cash 
flows (cash-generating units).  As a result, some assets are tested 
individually for impairment and some are tested at cash-generating 
unit level.  Goodwill is allocated to those cash-generating units that 
are expected to benefit from synergies of the related business 
combination and represent the lowest level within the Group at 
which management monitors the related goodwill. 
 
Goodwill, other individual assets or cash-generating units that 
include goodwill, other intangible assets with an indefinite useful 
life, and those intangible assets not yet available for use are tested 
for impairment at least annually. All other individual assets or cash-
generating units are tested for impairment whenever events or 
changes in circumstances indicate that the carrying amount may 
not be recoverable. 

 

Financial instruments 
Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised when the 
Group becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the financial 
instrument.  
 
Financial assets are derecognised when the contractual rights to 
the cash flows from the financial asset expire, or when the financial 
asset and all substantial risks and rewards are transferred. A 
financial liability is derecognised when it is extinguished, 
discharged, cancelled or expires.  
 
Financial assets and financial liabilities are measured initially at fair 
value plus transactions costs, except for financial assets and 
financial liabilities carried at fair value through profit or loss, which 
are measured initially at fair value. Financial assets and financial 
liabilities are measured subsequently as described below. 

Financial assets 
The Group classifies its financial assets as 'loans and receivables' 
and 'available for sale'. The classification depends on the purpose 
for which the financial assets were acquired. Management 
determines the classification of its financial assets at initial 
recognition. 
 
The Group assesses at the date of each Statement of Financial 
Position whether there is objective evidence that a financial asset or 
a group of financial assets is impaired.  
 

Loans and receivables 

Loans and receivables are non-derivative financial assets with fixed 
or determinable payments that are not quoted in an active market. 
They are included in current assets, except for maturities greater 
than 12 months after the Statement of Financial Position date, 
which are classified as non-current assets. Loans and receivables 
are classified as 'trade and other receivables' in the Statement of 
Financial Position. 
 

Trade receivables 

Trade receivables are recognised initially at fair value and 
subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective 
interest method; less provision for impairment. A provision for 
impairment of trade receivables is established when there is 
objective evidence that the Group will not be able to collect all 
amounts due according to the original terms of the receivables. 
Significant financial difficulty, high probability of bankruptcy or a 
financial reorganisation and default are considered indicators that 
the trade receivable is impaired. The amount of the provision is the 
difference between the asset's carrying amount and the present 
value of the estimated future cash flows discounted at original 
effective interest rate. The loss is recognised in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income within 'Sales and marketing expenses'. 
When a trade receivable is uncollectible, it is written off against the 
allowance account for trade receivables. Subsequent recoveries of 
amounts previously written off are credited against 'Sales and 
marketing expenses' in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. 
 

Available for sale financial assets 





 

without associated implementation where they are additional 
licences within the existing install base. 
 
Revenue within PCG from contracts where the Group acts as sales 
agent is recognised when invoices are sent on behalf of the 
customer to subscribers. The Group raises invoices on behalf of 
customers and collects the remittances from subscribers acting as 
agent and therefore no entries are made in the Group’s ledgers for 
invoices raised. Revenue from these contracts is the commission 
element of the sale earned when invoices are raised to subscribers 
being PCG’s obligations under the agreement. Revenue is therefore 
accrued for invoices raised to subscribers as agent based on the 
percentage commission to be applied to each sale. The Group 
invoices the customer for the Group’s commission monthly in 
arrears when cash receipts are forwarded to the customer. 
 

Employee benefits 

Pension obligations 

The Group operates various pension schemes which are by nature 
defined contribution plans. A defined contribution plan is a pension 
plan under which the Group pays a fixed contribution into a 
separate entity. The Group has no legal or constructive obligations 
to pay further contributions if the fund does not hold sufficient 
assets to pay all employees the benefits relating to employee 
service in the current and prior periods. The Group does not 
operate a defined benefit plan. 
 
For defined contribution plans, the Group pays contributions to 
publicly or privately administered pension insurance plans on a 
mandatory, contractual or voluntary basis. The contributions are 
recognised as employee benefit expenses when they are due. 
 

Share-based employee remuneration 
The Group operates equity-settled share-based remuneration plans 
for its employees. None of the Group's plans feature any options for 
a cash settlement. 
 
All goods and services received in exchange for the grant of any 
share-based payment are measured at their fair values. Where 
employees are rewarded using share-based payments, the fair 
values of employees' services are determined indirectly by 
reference to the fair value of the equity instruments granted. This 
fair value is appraised at the grant date and excludes the impact of 
non-market vesting conditions. 
 
All share-based remuneration is ultimately recognised as an 
expense in profit or loss. If vesting periods or other vesting 
conditions apply, the expense is allocated over the vesting period, 
based on the best available estimate of the number of share options 
expected to vest.  
 
Non-market vesting conditions are included in assumptions about 
the number of options that are expected to become exercisable. 
Estimates are subsequently revised, if there is any indication that 
the number of share options expected to vest differs from previous 
estimates. Any cumulative adjustment prior to vesting is recognised 
in the current period. No adjustment is made to any expense 
recognised in prior periods if share options ultimately exercised are 
different to that estimated on vesting. 
 
Upon exercise of share options, the proceeds received net of any 
directly attributable transaction costs up to the nominal value of the 
shares issued are allocated to share capital with any excess being 
recorded as share premium. 

 

Termination benefits 

Termination benefits are payable when employment is terminated 
by the Group before the normal retirement date or when an 
employee accepts voluntary redundancy in exchange for these 
benefits. The Group recognises termination benefits when it is 
demonstrably committed to either terminating the employment 
according to a detailed formal plan without possibility of withdrawal 
or to providing termination benefits as a result of an offer made to 
encourage voluntary redundancy. Benefits falling due more than 12 
months after the reporting date are discounted to their present 
value. 
 

Employee Share Ownership Trust (ESOT) 
As the company is deemed to have control of the ESOT, it is 
treated as a subsidiary and consolidated for the purposes of the 
consolidated financial statements. The ESOT's assets (other than 
investments in the company's shares), liabilities, income and 
expenses are included on a line-by-line basis in the consolidated 
financial statements. The ESOT's investment in the company's 
shares is deducted from equity in the consolidated statement of 
financial position as if they were treasury shares. 
 

Finance leases 
The economic ownership of a leased asset is transferred to the 
lessee if the lessee bears substantially all the risks and rewards of 
ownership of the leased asset. Where the Group is a lessee in this 
type of arrangement, the related asset is recognised at the 
inception of the lease at the fair value of the leased asset or, if 
lower, the present value of the lease payments plus incidental 
payments, if any. A corresponding amount is recognised as a 
finance lease liability. Leases of land and buildings are classified 
separately and are split into a land and a building element, in 
accordance with the relative fair values of the leasehold interests at 
the date the asset is recognised initially. 
 
The depreciation methods and useful lives for assets held under 
finance leases are described under “Property, Plant and 
Equipment” above. The corresponding finance lease liability is 
reduced by lease payments net of finance charges. The interest 
element of lease payments represents a constant proportion of the 
outstanding capital balance and is charged to profit or loss, as 
finance costs over the period of the lease. 
 

Operating leases 
Leases in which a significant risk and reward of ownership are 
retained by the lessor are classified as operating leases. Payments 
made under operating leases are recognised in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income on a straight-line basis over the term of the 
lease. Lease incentives received are recognised in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income as an integral part of the total lease 
expense and are spread on a straight-line basis over the lease 
term. 

Operating expenses 
Operating expenses are recognised in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income upon utilisation of the service or at the date 
of their origin.  
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Finance cost 
Financing costs comprise interest payable, the amortisation of the 
costs of acquiring finance and the unwinding of discounts that are 
recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. Interest 
payable is recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income 
as it accrues, using the effective interest method.  
 

Income taxes 
The tax expense recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive 
Income comprises the sum of deferred tax and current tax not 
recognised in other comprehensive income or directly in equity. 
Current income tax assets and/or liabilities comprise those 
obligations to, or claims from, fiscal authorities relating to the 
current or prior reporting periods, that are unpaid at the reporting 
date. Current tax is payable on taxable profit, which differs from 
profit or loss in the financial statements. Calculation of current tax is 
based on tax rates and tax laws that have been enacted or 
substantively enacted by the end of the reporting period. 
 
Deferred income taxes are calculated using the liability method on 
temporary differences between the carrying amounts of assets and 
liabilities and their tax bases. However, deferred tax is not provided 
on the initial recognition of goodwill, or on the initial recognition of 
an asset or liability unless the related transaction is a business 
combination or affects tax or accounting profit.  
 
Deferred tax on temporary differences associated with shares in 
subsidiaries and joint ventures is not provided if reversal of these 
temporary differences can be controlled by the Group and it is 
probable that reversal will occur in the foreseeable future. 
 
Deferred tax assets and liabilities are calculated, without 
discounting, at tax rates that are expected to apply to their 
respective period of realisation, provided they are enacted or 
substantively enacted by the end of the reporting period. Deferred 
tax liabilities are always provided for in full. 
 
Deferred tax assets are recognised to the extent that it is probable 
that they will be able to be utilised against future taxable income. 
Deferred tax assets and liabilities are offset only when the Group 
has a right and intention to set off current tax assets and liabilities 
from the same taxation authority. 
 
Changes in deferred tax assets or liabilities are recognised as a 
component of tax income or expense in profit or loss, except where 
they relate to items that are recognised in other comprehensive 
income (such as the revaluation of land) or directly in equity, in 
which case the related deferred tax is also recognised in other 
comprehensive income or equity, respectively. 
 

Provisions, contingent liabilities and contingent assets 
Provisions are recognised when present obligations as a result of a 
past event will probably lead to an outflow of economic resouq耀 ѠԠԀҀMԠ 嘀圀̀䠀၊n�



 

manner which is more consistent with internal reporting provided to 
the chief operating decision-maker. 
 

Standards, amendments and interpretations to existing standards 
that are not yet effective and have not been adopted early by the 
Group 
 
New standards and interpretations currently in issue (as at 30 
January 2014) but not effective for accounting periods commencing 
on 1 January 2013 are: 
 

• IFRS 9 Financial Instruments 
• IFRS 10 Consolidated Financial Statements (effective 1 

January 2014) 
• IFRS 11 Joint Arrangements (effective 1 January 2014) 
• 

 



 

2. Revenue 
 
An analysis of the Group’s revenue (excluding revenue of the equity accounted investment) is detailed below by activity across the 
Group’s operating units: 
 

  Year ended  
31 Dec 14  

Year ended  
31 Dec 13 

£'000  £'000 

     
Licences  347  559 
Consulting Services  2,323  4,620 
Hosted Services  3,280  3,377 
Managed Services  3,015  2,824 
Support and Upgrade  2,683  2,699 
PCG  2,029  2,392 
     
  13,677  16,471 

 
 





 



 

 
Year to 31 December 2013 advance Vista Online PCG Consolidated 

 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 

External sales 2,537 7,460 4,082 2,392 16,471 
Segment result (EBITDA) (1,479) 3,302 (771) 320 1,372 

Depreciation (39) (116) (63) - (218) 
Unallocated corporate expenses     (246) 
Restructuring     (43) 
Foreign exchange profit     24 
Operating profit     889 
Share of profit from equity accounted investment                 104 
Finance costs     (328) 
Profit before tax     665 
Tax     216 

Profit after tax     881 
 
 

Other information advance Vista Online PCG Consolidated 
£'000 £’000 £’000 £’000 £’000 

      
Capital additions 76 76 76 1 229 
      
Statement of Financial Position      
Assets      
Attributable Goodwill - - 2,661 1,076 3,737 
Segment assets 



 

5. (Loss) / profit from operations 
 
(Loss) / profit from operations has been arrived at after charging: 
 

  
Year ended  

31 Dec 14  
Year ended  

31 Dec 13 

  £’000  £’000 

     
Research and development costs  2,652  2,504 
Net foreign exchange gain /(loss)   19  (24) 
Depreciation of property, plant and equipment     
- owned assets  145  121 
- assets under finance leases  83  97 
Operating lease rentals:     
- land and buildings  295  259 
- other  72  89 
Auditor’s remuneration  73  71 
Restructuring costs  88  43 
     

 
A more detailed analysis of auditor’s remuneration on a worldwi



 

6. Staff numbers and costs 



 

8. Tax 

  
Year ended  

31 Dec 14  
Year ended  

31 Dec 13 

  £'000  £'000 

Analysis of credit in the year     
Current tax:     
Current research and development tax credit - UK  400  240 
Current year State tax – US  (15)  (24) 
Adjustment to prior year charge - UK  10  - 
     

Taxation  395  216 

 
The Group has unutilised tax losses at 31 December 2014 in the UK and the USA of £14.9m (2013: £14.7m) and $14.8m (2013: 
$11.9m) respectively. These losses are still to be agreed with the tax authorities in the UK and USA. 
 
The US tax losses are restricted to $491K per annum as a result of change of control legislation. Losses carried forward from the 
change of control in April 2008 are restricted and must be used within 20 years. The Board believes the Group will be able to make use 
of $8.7m (2013: $6.3m) of the total unutilised losses at 31 December 2014. 
 
No deferred tax has been recognised in accordance with advice from US tax accountants on the basis that the US losses are restricted 
and there is uncertainty on the value of losses which will be able to be used. 
 
 
The differences are explained below: 

Reconciliation of tax expense  
Year ended  

31 Dec 14  
Year ended  

31 Dec 13 
  £’000  £’000 

(Loss)/profit on ordinary activities before tax  (3,994)  665 

     
Tax at the UK corporation tax rate of 21.5% (2013: 23.25%)  (859)  155 
Expenses not deductible for tax purposes  3  4 
Additional deduction for Research and Development expenditure  (468)  (583) 
Surrender of losses Research and Development tax credit refund   315  276 
Unrelieved UK losses carried forward  31  34 
Utilisation of US losses  (65)  (74) 
Effect of foreign tax rates  -  19 
Difference in timing of allowances   (61)  (54) 
Adjustment to tax charge in respect of prior years  (10)  (3) 
Unrelieved China losses carried forward  (4)  (24) 
Unrelieved Brazilian losses carried forward  5  34 
Unrelieved Australian losses carried forward  1  - 
Unrelieved US losses carried forward  717  - 

Total taxation  (395)  (216) 

 
United Kingdom Corporation tax is calculated at 21.5% (2013: 23.25%) of the estimated assessable profit for the year. 
 
Taxation for other jurisdictions is calculated at the rates prevailing in the respective jurisdictions. A deferred tax asset has not been 
recognised in relation to tax losses due to uncertainty over th



 

9. Earnings per share 
 
Basic earnings per share is calculated by dividing the earnings attributable to ordinary shareholders by the weighted average number of 



 

 

11. Property, plant and equipment 
 

  
Leasehold 

improvements 
Fixtures and 

fittings 
Computer 
equipment Total 

  £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 

Cost        

At 1 January 2013  21 233 1,527 1,781 

Additions  5 27 197 229 

Exchange differences  (1) (5) (15) (21) 

At 31 December 2013  25 255 1,709 1,989 

Additions  - - 233 233 

Exchange differences  - 12 42 54 

At 31 December 2014  25 267 1,984 2,276 

Accumulated depreciation and impairment      

At 1 January 2013  11 162 1,265 1,438 

Charge for the year  4 28 186 218 

Exchange differences  - (3) (13) (16) 

At 31 December 2013  15 187 1,438 1,640 

Charge for the year  4 26 197 227 

Exchange differences  - 9 37 46 

At 31 December 2014  19 222 1,672 1,913 

Carrying amount      

At 31 December 2014  6 45 312 363 

At 31 December 2013  10 68 271 349 

At 31 December 2012  10 71 262 343 

      
 
Assets held under finance leases with a net book value of £296K (2013: £167K) are included in property, plant and equipment and £83K 
(2013: £97K) of depreciation was charged on these assets in the year, see note 18 for further details. 
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13. Cash and cash equivalents 
 

  

As at  
31 Dec 14  

As at  
31 Dec 13  

As at  
31 Dec 12 

£'000  £'000  £'000 

Cash at bank and in hand:       

Cash at bank:       
- GBP  20  41  24 
- USD  1,627  942  1,549 
- EUR  1,070  248  198 
- BRL  5  3  2 
- CNY  67  -  - 
Cash in hand – GBP  1  1  1 
   2,790  1,235  1,774 
       
Bank Overdraft - GBP  (4,519)  (2,580)  (2,319) 
        

Net cash and cash equivalents  (1,729)  (1,345)  (545) 

 
‘Net cash and cash equivalents’ is used for the Statement of Group Cash Flows. The net carrying value of cash and cash equivalents is 
considered a reasonable approximation of fair value. 
 

14. Trade and other payables 
 
Trade payables and other payables principally comprise amounts outstanding for trade purchases and ongoing costs. The average 
credit period taken for trade purchases is 52 days (2013: 49 days, 2012: 48 days). 
 
The Directors consider that the carrying amount of trade payables approximates to their fair value. 
 
Payables falling due within one year: 

  
As at  

31 Dec 14  
As at  

31 Dec 13  
As at  

31 Dec 12 

  £'000  £'000  £'000 

       
Trade payables  843  689  814  

Accruals  1,062  791  1,121 

Finance lease liabilities  155  92  88 

Other payables  2,618  1,250  1,530 

Financial liabilities  4,678  2,822  3,553 

       
Deferred income  3,585  3,969  4,120 

Social security and other taxes   548  663  565 

Non-financial liabilities  4,133  4,632  4,685 

        

Trade and other payables  8,811  7,454  8,238 
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21. Share options 
 
The Group has an approved option scheme which is an H M Revenue and Customs approved scheme available to eligible Directors 
and employees. The total number of options outstanding over ordinary shares of 10p each that have been granted and have not lapsed 
at 31 December 2014 were as follows (2013: 8,844, 2012: 15,644): 
 

Number of Shares Grant Date Exercise Price Expiry Date 

    

100 4 October 2005 £1.95 4 October 2015 
1,000 30 March 2006 £2.16 30 March 2016 
4,000  18 August 2010 £0.62 18 August 2020 

    
5,100       

 
These options are exercisable from the first, second and third anniversaries of the date of grant. The options are non-dilutive because 
the Group holds enough unallocated shares within the Employee Share Ownership Trust (‘ESOT’) which can be used to fulfil their 
exercise. 
 
The change from 31 December 2013 is due to options lapsing as they reached the 10th anniversary of the grant date during the year 
and the exercise of 2,400 options. No charge has been made for the year under IFRS 2 as the Directors do not consider there is a 
material impact on the reported result.  
 
Share options are exercisable up to 10 years after grant. If a recipient ceases to be an eligible employee within 3 years of the grant 
date, the options lapse after one month unless the employee ceases to be an eligible employee by reason of redundancy, retirement, 
injury, disability or death in which case the options lapse after twelve months. 
 

22. Investment in own shares 
 

 Publishing 
Technology 

Shares held in 
trust 

Treasury 
 Shares 

Nominal 
 value Cost 

 Number Number £ £ 

     

At 31 December 2012 250,973 2,447 25,343 7,130 

At 31 December 2013 216,662 2,172 21,883 6,550 

At 31 December 2014 



 

25. Related party transactions 



 

does not borrow or invest in USD other than an intercompany loan denominated in USD between Vista International Ltd and Vista North 
America Holdings Ltd, the currency movement on which offsets within the Group statement of comprehensive income. 
 
In order to mitigate the Group’s foreign currency risk, non GBP cash flows are monitored and excess USD and EUR not required for 
foreign currency expenditure are translated into GBP on an on-going basis. The Group is a net importer of USD being cash flow positive 
in the USA by approximately $2.5m per annum. No further hedging activity is undertaken. The Group does not enter into forward 
exchange contracts. 
 
Foreign currency denominated financial assets and liabilities, translated into GBP at the closing rate, are as follows: 
 

  Short-term 
exposure 

Long-term 
exposure 

  USD USD 
  £’000 £’000 

31 December 2014    

  Financial assets  1,528 - 
  Financial liabilities  (2,538) - 
  Total exposure  (1,010) - 

31 December 2013    

  Financial assets  1,057 - 
  Financial liabilities  (995) - 
  Total exposure  62 - 

 
The following table illustrates the sensitivity of profit and equity with regard to the Group’s financial assets and financial liabilities and the 
USD / GBP exchange rate “all other things being equal”. Transactions in EUR are immaterial and therefore movements of the EUR / 
GBP exchange rate have not been analysed.  
 
It assumes a + / - 10% change of the USD / GBP exchange rate for the year ended 31 December 2014 (2013: 10%). This percentage 
has been determined based on the average market volatility in exchange rates in the previous 12 months. The sensitivity analysis is 
based on the Group foreign currency financial instruments held at each reporting date. 
 
If GBP had strengthened against USD by 10% (2013: 10%) then this would have had the following impact: 
 

  Profit for the year Equity 
  USD USD 
  £’000 £’000 

31 December 2014  261 (130) 

31 December 2013  (41) (115) 

 
If GBP had weakened against USD by 10% (2013: 10%) then this would have had the following impact: 
 

  Profit  for the year Equity 

  USD USD 
  £’000 £’000 

31 December 2014  (319) 159 

31 December 2013  50 140 

 
Exposures to foreign exchange rates vary during the year depending on the volume of overseas transactions. Nonetheless, the analysis 
above is considered to be representative of the Group’s exposure to currency risk. 
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Interest rate sensitivity 
The Group’s policy is to minimise interest rate cash flow risk exposures on long term financing. Long term borrowings are therefore 
usually at fixed rates. At 31 December 2014 the Group is exposed to changes in market interest rates through bank borrowings at 
variable interest rates. Other borrowings (being the loans see note 15) are at fixed interest rates. 
 
The following table illustrates the sensitivity of profit and equity to a reasonably possible change in interest rates of + / - 1%. These 
changes are considered to be reasonably possible based on market movements and current market conditions. The calculations are 
based on a change in the average market interest rate for each year, and the financial instruments held at each reporting date that are 
sensitive to changes in interest rates, All other variables are held constant.  
 

  Profit for the year Equity 
  £’000 £’000 

  + 1% - 1% +1% -1% 
      
31 December 2014  (24) 51 (24) 51 
31 December 2013  (30) 30 (30) 30 
31 December 2012  (25) 25 (25) 25 

 

Credit risk analysis 
The Group’s maximum exposure to credit risk is limited to the carrying amount of financial assets recognised at the reporting date, as 
summarised below: 

 2014 2013 2012 
 £’000 £’000 £’000 

    
Cash and cash equivalents (note 13) 2,790 1,235 1,774 

Trade and other receivables (note 12) 4,377 5,971 4,762 

 7,167 7,206 6,536 

 
The Group continuously monitors defaults of customers and incorporates this information into its credit risk controls. Where available at 
reasonable cost, external credit ratings and reports on customers are used. The Group’s policy is only to deal with creditworthy 
customers. 
 
The Group’s management considers that the financial assets above that are not impaired or past due for each of the reporting dates 
under review are of good credit quality. 
 
None of the Group’s financial assets are secured by collateral or other credit enhancements. 
Some of the unimpaired trade receivables are past due at the reporting date. Financial assets not impaired can be shown as follows: 

 2014 2013 2012 
 £’000 £’000 £’000 

    
Not more than 3 months 3,026 4,100 3,428 

More than 3 months but less than 6 months 558 214 145 

More than 6 months but not more than 1 year 142 107 72 

More than 1 year 48 35 24 

 3,774 4,456 3,669 

 
In respect of trade and other receivables, the Group is not exposed to any significant credit risk from any single customer or group of 
customers having the same characteristics. Trade receivables consist of a large number of customers in different sectors of the market 
and geographical locations. 
 
The carrying amount of financial assets whose terms have been renegotiated, that would otherwise be past due or impaired is £nil 
(2013: £nil, 2012: £nil). 
 
The credit risk for cash and cash equivalents is considered negligible, since the funds are held with various banks. 
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Liquidity risk analysis 
The Group manages its liquidity needs by monitoring scheduled debt repayments for long term financial liabilities as well as forecast 
cash flows due in day to day business. Liquidity needs are monitored in various time bands. Short term cash flow is monitored daily 
using known daily inflows and outflows for cash flows within 8 to 12 weeks. Medium term cash flows within 12 months are monitored 
using monthly rolling forecasts. Longer term cash flows are monitored using higher level management strategy documents. Net cash 
requirements are compared to borrowing facilities in order to determine headroom or any shortfalls. This analysis shows if available 
borrowing facilities are expected to be sufficient over the lookout period of 15 months to March 2016. 
 
The Group maintains borrowing facilities and enters into finance lease arrangements to meet its liquidity requirements for the medium 
term forecast period (1 year). 
 
As at 31 December 2014, the Group’s financial liabilities have contractual maturities (including interest payments where applicable) as 
summarised below: 

  Current Non-current 
  £’000 £’000 

  Within 6 months 6 to 12 months 1 to 5 years Later than 5 years 

31 December 2014:      
Loans   90 90 1,500 - 
Bank borrowings (note 15)  4,519 - - - 
Short term loans  1,050 - - - 
Finance lease obligations  86 86 145 - 
Trade and other payables (note 14)  4,523 - - - 
Total  10,268 176 1,645 - 

 
This compares to the Group’s financial liabilities in the previous reporting period as follows: 

  Current Non-current 
  £’000 £’000 

  Within 6 months 6 to 12 months 1 to 5 years Later than 5 years 

31 December 2013:      
Loans  90 90 1,500 - 
Bank borrowings (note 15)  2,580 - - - 
Short term loans  - - - - 
Finance lease obligations  51 52 79 - 
Trade and other payables (note 14)  2,730 - - - 
Total  5,451 142 1,579 - 

 
The above amounts reflect the contractual undiscounted cash flows, which may differ to the carrying value of the liabilities at the 



 

An analysis of the Group's liabilities is set out below: 

27. Capital management policies and procedures 
 
The Group’s capital management objectives are: 
 

 To ensure the Group’s ability to continue as a going concern; and  
 To provide an adequate return to shareholders 

The Group monitors capital on the basis of the carrying amount of equity plus the loan notes less cash and cash equivalents. The 
Group’s goal in capital management is a capital to overall financing ratio of 1:6 to 1:4. 
 
The Group sets the amount of capital in proportion to its overall financing structure, i.e. equity and financial liabilities other than the loan 
notes. The Group manages the capital structure and makes adjustments to it in light of changes in economic conditions and the risk 
characteristics of the underlying assets. In order to maintain or adjust the capital structure, the Group may adjust the amounts of 
dividends paid to shareholders, return capital to shareholders, issue new shares, or sell assets to reduce debt. 
 
Capital for the reporting periods under review is summarised as follows: 

 2014 2013 2012 
 £’000 £’000 £’000 

       
Total equity (4,049) (445) (1,269) 
Loan notes 1,500 1,500 1,500 
Short term loans 1,050 - - 
Cash and cash equivalents 1,729 1,345 545 
Capital 230 2,400 776 
    
Total equity (4,049) (445) (1,269) 
Borrowings 7,069 4,729 3,819 
Overall financing 3,020 4,284 2,550 
    
Capital to overall financing ratio 0.08 0.56 0.30 

 
 

28. Post balance sheet events 
 
The Group has announced an equity raising of £9m. Further details are included within the Chairman’s statement.  
 

 As at 31 December 2014 As at 31 December 2013 

 
Financial 

liabilities at 
amortised cost 

Non-financial 
liabilities 

Total for 
financial 
position 
heading 

Financial 
liabilities at 

amortised cost 
Non-financial 

liabilities 

Total for 
financial 
position 
heading 

 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 

       
Trade payables 843 - 843 689 - 689 
Social security and other taxes - 548 548 - 663 663 
Finance leases - 289 289 - 164 164 
Other payables 2,618 - 2,618 1,250 - 1,250 
Accruals 1,062 - 1,062 791 - 791 
Deferred income - 3,585 3,585 - 3,969 3,969 
Bank overdrafts 4,519 - 4,519 2,580 - 2,580 
Short term loans 1,050 - 1,050 - - - 
Loan note 1,500 - 1,500 1,500 - 1,500 
Provisions - - -  - - 

 11,592 4,422 16,014 6,810 4,796 11,606 
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Company Balance Sheet 
As at 31 December 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 note 

2014  2013 

£’000  £’000 

Non current assets     
Investments 3 6,236  3,270 
     
Current assets     
Debtors  4 -  2,680 
     
Current liabilities     
Creditors - amounts falling due within one year  5 1,841  1,410 
     



 

Notes to the Company financial statements 
 
 

1. Accounting Policies 
The financial statements have been prepared under the 
historical cost convention, and in accordance with applicable 
accounting standards in the United Kingdom. A summary of 
the principal Company accounting policies, which have been 
applied consistently, is set out below. 
 

Investments 
Investments held as fixed assets are stated at cost less any 
provision for impairment in value. 
 
Intercompany loans are long term in nature and have been 
classified as investments. 
 
The Directors do not believe the investments have been 
impaired based on the findings of the wider impairment review 
detailed in note 10 of the Group accounts.  
 

Borrowings 
Borrowings are classified as current liabilities unless the 
Company has an unconditional right to defer settlement of the 
liability for at least 12 months after the balance sheet date. 
 

Going concern 
The Directors have prepared the financial statements on the 
going concern basis which assumes that the parent company 
and its subsidiaries will continue in operational existence for 
the foreseeable future. 
 
The Directors have prepared trading projections to June 2016 
which have been used to assess the feasibility of the going 
concern assumption. On the basis of the trading projections 
the Directors believe that the Company will be able to continue 
in operational existence for the foreseeable future. It is 
therefore considered appropriate to use the going concern 
basis to compile these financial statements 
 
(refer to the Group Strategic report on page 8 and the Group 
accounting policies). 
 

Share options 
The Company has an Approved and an Executive option 
scheme. The Company has not recognised a share based 
payment charge within its accounts as the charge is not 
deemed material for the year. 
 

Foreign currencies  
Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign 
currencies are translated at the rate of exchange ruling at the 
balance sheet date. 
 
Transactions in foreign currencies during the year are 
recorded at a monthly estimated rate set at the beginning of 

each month. Foreign exchange gains and losses resulting from 
the settlement of such transactions and from the 
remeasurement of monetary items at year-end exchange rates 
are recognised in profit or loss. Non-monetary items measured 
at historical cost are translated using the exchange rates at the 
date of the transaction and not subsequently retranslated. 

Deferred taxation 
Provision is made for deferred taxation, using the full provision 
method, on all material timing differences. Deferred taxation 
has been recognised as a liability or asset if transactions have 
occurred at the balance sheet date that give rise to an 
obligation to pay more taxation in the future, or a right to pay 
less taxation in the future. An asset is not recognised to the 
extent that the transfer of economic benefits in the future is 
uncertain. 
 
Deferred tax assets and liabilities are calculated, without 
discounting, at tax rates that are expected to apply to their 
respective period of realisation, provided they are enacted or 
substantively enacted by the end of the reporting period. 
Deferred tax liabilities are always provided for in full. 
 

Financial instruments 
Financial liabilities and equity instruments are classified 
according to the substance of the contractual arrangements 
entered into. An equity instrument is any contract that 
evidences a residual interest in the assets of the entity after 
deducting all of its financial liabilities. 
 
Where the contractual obligations of financial instruments 
(including share capital) are equivalent to a similar debt 
instrument, those financial instruments are classed as financial 
liabilities. Financial liabilities are presented as such in the 
balance sheet. Finance costs and gains or losses relating to 
financial liabilities are included in the profit and loss account. 
Finance costs are calculated so as to produce a constant rate 
of return on the outstanding liability. 
 
Where the contractual terms of share capital do not have any 
terms meeting the definition of a financial liability then this is 
classed as an equity instrumen



 



 

6. Creditors: amounts falling due after one year 
 

  2014 2013 
  £'000 £'000 

Debt:    
Loan note (note 9)  1,500 1,500   

 
 

7. Share Capital 
  2014 2013 
  £'000 £'000 
    
Authorised:    
12,000,000 ordinary shares of 10p each  1,200 1,200 
    
Issued and fully paid:    
8,413,610 ordinary shares of 10p each  841 841 

 
The holders of ordinary shares are entitled to receive dividends from time to time and are entitled to one vote per share at meetings of 
the Company.  
 

8. Equity and Reserves 

  Share capital 
Profit and loss 

account Total 
  £'000 £'000 £'000 

     
At 31 December 2013  841 2,199 3,040 

Retained loss for the year  -  (145) (145) 

At 31 December 2014  841 2,054 2,895 

 

9. Borrowings 

 
  2014 2013 
  £'000 £'000 

 v 䠀 䜀

  



 

Loan note 
 
The base interest rate on the loan note issued by Publishing Technology plc is 8%. If the Company does not pay any sum payable 
under this Instrument within 14 days of its due date, the balance for the time being outstanding is subject to default interest. Default 
interest is set at 4% above the base interest rate. 
 
Interest is accrued and paid half yearly in arrears on 30 June and 31 December. 
 
The Company did not redeem any of the loan note during 2014. The Company is in default under the loan agreement and the loan n
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